Germans beyond Germany
be " liberated " by his Prussian subjects or even more
by a leve"e en masse of the whole German people, a s
propagated by Freiherr vom Stein or the poet Kleist, and
that this heroic Prussian king broke into paroxysms of
sheer despair when he was forced by his generals and
statesmen and at last even by the mood of the people to
venture on the war of liberation against Napoleon. Among
the Germans who at that time had perforce to prefer a
sojourn abroad to that in Prussia, was also the great poet
Heinrich v. Kleist who from Prague (then Austrian)
worked as a journalist and iriade propaganda in order to
work up a German national rising against Napoleon; it
is at that period that Kleist wrote the terrible poem
which we have quoted above.
But in the end the Prussian king and the other
German princes, who felt quite snug and cosy under the
back flaps of Napoleon's uniform coat, had to allow
themselves willy nilly to be liberated by the German
people, and now, one would think, a period of compar-
ative peace in internal politics set in. The very opposite
was the case. Then came that terrible time of the
"demagogue persecution" in which literally everyone in
Germany who had a trace of political sense left, was
banished or .imprisoned, and then dragged for years from
fortress to fortress, as for instance the poet Fritz Reuter,